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The IARC@60 Conference, celebrating 
the 60th anniversary of the International 
Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), 
took place from May 19 - 21, 2026, in 
Lyon, France. The conference attracted 
over 1,000 delegates, including 
researchers, clinicians, policymakers, 
and advocates, all united under the 
theme "Cancer Research into Action." 
Key invited speakers included: 
Dr. Elisabete Weiderpass, Director of 
IARC; Dr. Freddie Bray, Branch Head, 
Cancer Surveillance Branch, IARC; Dr. 
Pietro Ferrari, Branch Head, Nutrition 
and Metabolism Branch, IARC; Professor 

Marc Gunter, Chair, Cancer Epidemiology and Prevention, Imperial College London and Dr. Erikka 
Loftfield, Stadtman Investigator, National Cancer Institute 

The session on nutrition, held on Tuesday, generated significant interest and discussion. 
Presentations by Dr. Ferrari and Dr. Gunter focused on the intricate relationship between dietary 
factors and cancer risk, highlighting new findings that underscored the importance of nutrition in 
cancer prevention. Additionally, the integration of artificial intelligence (AI) into cancer screening 
and diagnosis was a hot topic, with several presentations emphasising its potential to revolutionise 
early detection and improve patient outcomes. 

Attending the conference allowed me to connect with Dr. Erikka Loftfield and other members of the 
Cancer Elimination Collaboration at the University of Sydney. This networking opportunity was 
invaluable, as it opened pathways for future collaborations and discussions around cancer research. 
While the primary focus of the presentations did not centre on melanoma, I gained significant 
insights into various other cancers and their prevention strategies. 

The importance of interdisciplinary approaches in cancer research, particularly in integrating findings 
from different cancer types to inform broader prevention strategies. 

Me at the IARC@60 conference with my poster 
presentation supported by SCP conference support grant. 



    

 
 
Innovative methodologies being utilised in cancer epidemiology, which can inspire new perspectives 
in my own research. These learnings will enhance my understanding of the cancer landscape as a 
whole, potentially informing my contributions to melanoma research in the future. 

While the knowledge gained from the conference may not directly link to my current research on 
melanoma, it provided valuable insights that can enrich my understanding of broader cancer care 
and prevention strategies. Specifically the networking opportunities at the conference opened doors 
for potential interdisciplinary collaborations. 

A personal highlight was the engaging session on nutrition and cancer. The discussions not only 
deepened my understanding of the relationship between diet and cancer but also inspired me to 
consider how these insights can be applied in my own research. The enthusiasm surrounding the 
integration of AI in cancer care was equally exciting, showcasing the future potential of technology 
in improving patient outcomes. 

Overall, the IARC@60 Conference was an enriching experience that provided valuable insights and 
fostered connections in the field of cancer research. 
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